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BRITAIN'S MEANEST THIEVES 


They knew victims 
were handicapped 


by Anne Plummer 


VANDALISM and robbery are well-known symp- 
toms of the sickness of present-day society, but 
when thieves smash up the home of somebody 
who is obviously blind and disabled, and others 
snatch the handbag of a girl sitting in a wheel- 
chair, then standards of human behaviour seem 
to have sunk to an all-time low. Spastics News 
is shocked to have to report that three spastics 
have been the victims of despicable crimes, and 
in each case there was no possibility that the 
guilty did not know their victims were disabled. 
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HOLIDAY MAKERS £ 
Huddersfield and District 
Spastics Society went to the 


Channel [slands via fork- 
lift truck. A party of 27 
group members set out 
from the Leeds-Bradford 
Airport at Yeadon for a 
10-day holiday at St Ouen, 
Jersey, and wheelchair 
users were hoisted aboard 
their British Airways Vis- 
count in style. 

Pictured on the truck 
platiorm ready to go up, 
up, and away is Roger Nut- 
tall with ground reception- 
ist Alison Allanach, while 
(left to right, below) 
George Brooke, Michael 
Lamb and Susan Hodgson 
await their turn. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Bradford Telegraph 
and Argus. 


Lincs spastics 


on Greek TV 


LINCOLNSHIRE Spastics 
Centre at Scunthorpe, run 
jointly by all the Lincolnshire 
groups, is ‘becoming  well- 
known internationally. 

The daily life of the resi- 
dents at work and leisure was 
recently seen by viewers all 
over Greece when the film 
‘Active Spastics’ was trans- 
mitted by an Athens television 
station. The film was made 
some years ago by a team of 
volunteers living -near_ the 
centre, and is available from 
the Society’s film library. 

In addition, the  archi- 
tectural plans for the centre 
will-be used, with slight modi- 
fication for a centre to be built 
at Newton, Melbourne. 


Cook's tour for cash 


AS the temperature soared into 
the 80's one August afternoon, 
a young man of 20 strolled 
inte the Society’s Park Cres- 


‘cent headquarters, looking the 


Picture of health and vitality. 
Stephen Cook, of Parkstone, 
Poole, had just walked. all 
the way from Bournemouth—a 


distance of more than 100 
miles—and planned to start 
walking back again to raise 
money for spastics. 

Stephen took three days to 
cover the distance between 
Bournemouth and London, with 
pauses for sleeping. Because of 
the heatwave he had planned 
to travel at night, but the 
amount of holiday traffic on 
the roads made this dangerous, 
so he had to keep going in day- 
light. 

Local sponsors had _prom- 
ised a total of £350 for the 
Dorset Spastics Society, and 
on his return journey, Stephen 
carried an official collecting 
tin for on-the-spot donations. 

This is the second one;maa 


sponsored walk which Stephen 
has made over the same route 
in aid of spastics. The first 
was in February 1972, when he 
raised £150 for the Bourne- 
mouth Spastics Society, now 
the Dorset Spastics Society. 


bring in 
pounds 


BEAUTY, the Shrop- 
shire Spastics Society’s 
fund-raising pig, con- 


tinues her sterling 
charity efforts, and has 
produced her sixth litter. 
Ten of the 12 little pig- 


gies survived and went 
to market for a profit of 
£60. Altogether Beauty 
has had 78 babies and is 
now expecting her 
seventh litter. 

In October, the 
Shropshire group is 
holding its third annual 
sponsored swim. It is 
hoped to improve on the 
two previous years’ 
totals of 200 miles for 
£1,500 and 400 miles for 
£2,500 respectively. 
Both efforts were 
entered in the Guinness 
Book’ of Records. 


Linda Berwick, 26, 
who has a_ double 
handicap of blindness 
and cerebral palsy, won 
The Spastics Society’s 
Achievement Award in 
1974 for her voluntary 
work on behalf of 
other disabled people. 
One evening in August 
she arrived home from 
her work in a City 
bank to find the house 
had been broken into. 

Stereo equipment, a 
mono tape recorder, a port- 
able television, jewellery 
and money had_ been 
stolen; all the cupboards 
and drawers’ ransacked 
and there was broken glass 
everywhere. The face of 
Linda’s Braille typewriter 
had been smashed in, and 
the Interlock system by 
which she speaks to callers 
at the front door had been 
wrenched off the wall. The 
thieves had helped them- 
selves to drinks and poured 
the remainder all over the 
furniture, 


Wheelchair 


‘They must have seen it 
was the home of a disabled 
person, Linda told Spas- 
tics News. My walking 
sticks were at the foot of 
the stairs and they had to 
reach over my wheelchair 
to get at the television.’ 

Among the items stolen 


were two Braille watches, one 
of which was a special presen 
tation mode) from America 
awarded to blind people who 
have made an outstanding 
contribution to society. There 
are only 12 like it in the world 
and perhaps it is the loss of 
this which has hurt Linda 
most deeply. 

‘People have tried to con- 
sole me with, “Well, at leasi 
you couldn’t see the damage,” 
but that’s just what makes il 
worse, said Linda, ‘to have 
to sit helplessly while sighted 
people try to tidy up and to 
be toki at intervals that 
another of your treasured 
possessions is missing—that’s 
the most upsetting part.’ 

She added: ‘I’ve worked 
hard at my job for the last 
five years and often made an 
effort to go into the bank 
when I felt rotten. Now, 
everything [ve been able to 
buy during that time has gone 
in an afternoon.’ 


No trace 


Extensive police inquiries 
have so far revealed no trace 
of the stolen goods. 

‘People have been’ very 
kind,’ she said, ‘But it wont 
bring my own stuff back 
again. 

This is not an isolated case. 
for within days of being told 
about Linda’s burglary, Spas- 
tics News heard of two other 
spastics who had been callously 
robbed. One, an 18-year-old 
girl, who lives not far from 
Linda in East London, was sit- 
ting outside her, home in a 
wheelchair when three girls 
snatched her handbag from 
her lap. The victim’s mother 
gave chase, but was unable to 


MEMBERS of The Spastics Society’s staff waye goodbye as Stephen Cook sets out on the long return trudge. 


| catch the thieves. 


LINDA BERWICK on a 


happier day — with her 
Achievement Award trophy; 
Now her ‘reward’ is to be 
robbed and haye her home 
vandalised, 


She saw 
them throw the handbag away, 
but they kept a purse which 
had less than £1 in it. 

But such despicable crimes 
are not confined to the Lom 
don area. Our third shocking 
story comes from Scotland. 

Peter Williamson, 52, has 
been in an Edinburgh hospital 
for 18 years. He cannot 
speak, and has useful move- 
ment in only one thumb, but 
he learned to type on an 
electric machine, and _ this 
became his main link with 
other people. Now his type- 
writer has been stolen froin 
the Occupational Therapy 
department of the hospital, 
together with a page of his life 
story which he was writing te 
help doctors understand his 
case fully. 

‘ . ’ 
My life 

Writing an open letter to the 
thief in a Scottish daily news- 
paper, Mr Williamson said: 

*.. The few lines I had 
typed may not have meant 
anything to you, but they 
represented hours of hard 
work for me. . +. It could be 
some time before the hospital 
can get me another machine— 
if they ever do. ... As stokn 
property it’s probably worth 
only a few pounds to you, but 
to me it’s my whole life... / 

Perhaps a suitable punish- 
ment for despicable robbers 
would be to give them a taste 
of the kind of life led by their 
victims, But even murderers 
serving a life sentence have 
more freedom than Peter 
Williamson. And it is doubt- 
ful whether the rats who broke 
into Linda Berwick’s home 
would show a fraction of her 
strength of character in facing 


) up to a dual handicap. 
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B. R. AINSWORTH & CO. LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF 


THERMAL AND ACOUSTIC INSULATION 


BIGNOLD ROAD, LONDON E7 
01-534 3577 
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With compliments and best wishes 


GENERAL RELAYS —| 
(CREWE) LTD | 


Relay manufacturing . 
adjustment and. 
contract wiring 


UNDERWOOD LANE 
CREWE, CHESHIRE 


Telephone: Crewe 3222/3/4 
B.P.O. Approved Suppliers 
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| P. MOLLOY 
-& CO. LTD. 


_ Civil Engineers 
Demolition and 
Site Clearance .- 
Contractors 


731 ASHTON NEW ROAD, 
CLAYTON M11 4GR 
Telephone: 061-223 7811/2 


BELL BRO 


‘Pudsey) LTD 


GREEN LANE - PUDSEY - YORKSHIRE 


@ Control Cabinet 
Manufacturers 


@ Ventilation Engineers 


@ General Sheet Metal 
Workers 


TELEPHONE PUDSEY 5715 (3 LINES) 
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Seeuricor 


cares 


SSP723 


Welsh schools 
get Society s 
message 


DURING | the year, John 
Roberts, the Society's Youth 
Organiser for Wales, has 
visited many schools in_ the 
Principality. He has shown 
the. film ‘What is a_ spastic?’ 
and given talks in English 
and Welsh, about the work of 
the Society and its ljocal 
groups. 

In return, the Monmouth-. 
shire Spastics Society has 
invited parties of schoolchild- 
ren to visit its Cwmbran Work 
Centre. One school visit has 
already taken place and the 
pupils were very impressed by 
the work at the centre. It is 


' hoped that two similar visits 


will take place in September. 


Devoted group 
workers death 


THE death has occurred at 84 
of Mr W: F: Fitzgerald, a 
devoted friend of the South 
West Middlesex group of The 
Spastics Society. 

Mr Fitzgerald, who was the 
grandfather of a spastic, joined 
the group in the mid 1950's 
after bis retirement from the 
Civil Service. He became 
group treasurer and served in 
this capacity until 1962. 


He was also responsible for: 


running a remedial clinic for 
spastic children at Feltham 
from 1956 - to 1963, 
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They want 
lounge-so 
they walk — 


SPONSORED walkers pre- — 
pare to set out at Lancaster 
and Morecambe College of 
Further Education. The — 
event raised over £250 to- 
wards a new sun lounge af 
the Society’s Lancaster 
Training Centre. Trainees 
from the centre. were — 
among the 60 walkers who 
took part. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Lancaster Guardian, 


MR ALFRED MORRIS, 
Minister for the Disabled, 
has announced . that prepara- 
tions for the introduction of 


the new non-contributory 


invalidity pension are now 
complete. Mr Morris said: 

‘lL hope that around 220,000 
people will be receiving the 
new non-contributory invalid- 
ity pension of £7.90 a week 
from its introduction on 
November 20 1975. The non- 
contributory invalidity pen- 
sion is a brand new benefit and 
a notable step forward in our 
policy of improving social 
security provision for chroni- 

cally sick and disabled people. 


Do you qualify for new pension? _ 


Those who will benefit will be 
severely disabled or 
cally . sick 
women who have been incap- 


introduced as soon as possible 
afterwards. sa 

‘The Department of Health 
and Socia) Security will be 
touch with those 


chroni- 


men and_ single 


able of ‘work for a long time 
and have not been able to build 
up a sufficient contribution 
record for a contributory 
benefit. They. will now get, 
for the first time, a basic 
benefit without any means test. 

‘| have mentioned men and 
single .women specifically 
because married women living 
with their husbands will not 
be eligible for the non-con- 
iributory invalidity pension in 


’ ber, and also with” mental 


. and have not heard from the — 


getting in 


people receiving supplemen- 
tary benefit who are likely to 
qualify for non-contributory 
invalidity pension in Novem- — 


hospitals where there.are Jong- 
stay patients. Other men and 
single women who think they : 
might qualify for the pension — 


Department of Health and | : 
Social Security by the end-of 


November; a housewives’ ver- 
sion of the non-coniributory 
invalidity pension’ will be 


September should make — 
inquiries at their local social. a 5 
security. office in October.’ 


Woe 


Erection, 


Bursovne 
Usner LTD 


Construction Engineers 
Dismantling, 
Installation by Expert Staff. 

117a Salter Gate, Chesterfield. 
Telephone Chesterfield 77937. 


Maintenance and 
Site * surveys. 
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i 


PHONE: 01- 807 6331 


D.R. &W. G. WHITE | : 
LIMITED 
TURNED PARTS AND PRESSWORK 


Claverings Industrial Estate 
Factory No. 2 
South Way, Montague Road, N. 9. 
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ENGINEERING LTD. 


WELDING — PRESSING 
GENERAL ENGINEERING — SUB ASSEMBLY 
MATCHING AND FABRICATIONS 


LEATON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LEATON, 
SHREWSBURY. Tel: Bomere Heath 513 


FOWLER 
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& HOLDEN 


(GRIMSBY) LTD 


ENGINEERS_IRON AND 
BRASS FOUNDERS 


General and Maintenance Engineers 
Machinists, Welders, Fabricators and Metal Sprayers 


Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Castings to BSS or 
customer's Specification 


Engineers’ 


Patternmakers 


Engineers’ Draughtsmen and Designers. 


RAILWAY STREET, GRIMSBY DN32 7DB 
Telephone: STD (0472) 55316-7 


SINSPY 32 


This Space Donated by 


HYDROMATION — 


ENGINEERING COMPANY (UK) LIMITED é 


450 Blandford Road, Hamworthy af 


Poole, Dorset 
Tel Lytchett-Minster 2666 :. Poole 5777 


Designers and manufacturers of automatic high-flow 
washing 


industrial filtration equipment, industrial 


machines and automatic inter-operational handling 


equipment. ncss : 


Buildwell | 


Construction 


(DORSET) LTD 


SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN 
AND FABRICATION OF FARM AND 
INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 


Uddens Trading Estate. 
Wimborne BM21 ING 
Fel Ferndown MAT 


SWOT 
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The travels of Joey and friends 


Incredible journey’ from 


Ernie Roberts 


Michael Sangster 


Tom Blackburn 


Surrey to Switzerland 


TO TAKE a trip down Memory Lane with Joey Deacon, Ernie Roberts 


Michael Sangster and Tom Blackburn is no 
take you on a long and winding 


w a major journey. They will 
road from Surrey to Paris, through Bur- 


gundy to Switzerland, and then back to Paris, Calais and finally home. The 
memories along the way are vivid and unforgettable, and were gathered 
during a 14-day and 1,400-mile trip which gave the four men the holiday 
of a lifetime. They are now back home at St Lawrence’s Hospital in 


Caterham, Surrey, and settlin 


‘Incredible Journey.’ 


Joey, of course, is known to millions through 
his autobiography ‘Tongue Tied’ and an award- 
winning BBC Horizon film. He cannot speak 
but his grunts are interpreted by Ernie Roberts, 
who won The Spastics Society’s Achievement of 
the Year Award earlier this year. 


Both Joey and Ernie 
are spastics and con- 
fined to wheelchairs. 
Tom and Michael are 
two life-long friends 
who push the chairs 
and help with washing, 
feeding, dressing and 


putting to bed. 

The four men wanted to 
go abroad for a holiday, 
and this was made possible 
by the royalties from 
‘Tongue Tied’ and some 
donations. The party was 
completed by Dr Geoff 
Harris. psychiatrist, David 


_ Jenkins, nurse, and myself. 


We set out from the hospital 


‘in a minibus early one Mon- 


day morning. wheelchairs tied 
firmly to the roof-rack and 
bound for the cross-Channel 
ferry at Dover. The ferry 
taught me a lesson that was 
persistently hammered home 
during the holiday—the world 
was not designed with spastics 


On deck 


We picked up Ernie and 
Joey and carried them up a 
narrow, steep staircase on to 
the deck to watch the White 
Cliffs disappear. A hovercraft 
sped by in a cloud of spray 
and we saw Calais rising out 
of the sea. 

We drove straight from 
Calais to Paris, arriving at the 
Hotel du Palais Bourbon in 
the early evening. We were 
in the heart of a network of 
narrow streets, government 
offices and foreign embassies, 
but only five minutes from the 
Seine and the Place de la Con- 
corde, 

The next morning we set 


BIROTHS 
BAKERY 


All types of 


FANCY BREAD 


and 


OVEN-FRESH 
ROLLS 


237 HIGH STREET, LONDON, NW1 


Telephone: 01-485 2680 
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off walking and pushing to the 
Champs Elysees and the Arc 
de Triomphe. A dull mist 
hung over Paris, but we sat at 
a pavement cafe and ordered 
four beers, two coffees and one 
lemonade—46 Francs, or more 
than £5! As we stood under 
the Arc de Triomphe watch- 
ing the cars hurtling around 
us and honking their horns at 
each other, Michael looked 
despairingly at me and said: 
‘Blimey, it’s worse than Purley 
here.” 


The steps 


But we finally managed to 
force our way through the 
traffic and wandered along to 
the Palais du Chaillot. Here 
we were right in front of the 
Biffel Tower with its huge 
steel girders climbing way up 
into the mist. 
hundreds of steps tumbling 
away from the Palais down to 
the tower—so we carefully 
bumped our wheelchairs down 
to the bottom. 

The following day we drove 
out to Chartres to see the 
famous cathedral—which also 
has a long flight of steps lead- 
ing up to it! Dr Harris carried 
Joey inside and sat him in a 
pew to look at the famous 
Rose Window and the racks 
of burning candles. 

As we carried Joey out 
again, a doctor came running 
up and said: ‘I am English, is 
he ill? Can I help?’ We 


explained that Joey was quite ~ 


alright but had to be carried 
because he was a spastic. The 
doctor looked down at Joey 
in Dr Harris’s arms and said: 
‘Ah, Joey Deacon, I've heard 
all about you. And from 
what I’ve heard you don’t need 
any help from me.’ He took a 
picture of Joey, Ernie, Tom 
and Michael and promised to 
write to them at the hospital. 

One evening in Paris we fed 
Joey in the hotel and then all 
went off for a meal. 
in a restaurant with Joey’s 
chair parked outside on the 
pavement. Most of the pas- 
sers-by just gave Joey rather 
hostile looks, but one woman 
stopped and dropped a one 
franc piece in his lap. 

After the meal it was dark 
and we walked down to the 
Seine. We looked down the 


There were - 


_ trip to Interlaken. 


We sat 


g down to write another book, a second 


river to the floodlit towers of 
Notre Dame, a pleasure boat 
came by lighting up both 
banks in a blaze of orange 
light, the fountains played in 
the Place de la Concorde and 
the Champs Elysees was a line 
of yellow headlights on one 
side and a line of red brake 
lights on the other. 

We wandered over to the 
Tuilleries Gardens where the 
bands of the British Cavalry 
were playing. We could not 
see them but we stood outside 


and listened, and when Colonel ~ 


Bogey started, Joey’s face lit 
up and he tapped his feet in 
time with the music on the 
footrest of his wheelchair. 

‘Joey says it makes him feel 
proud to be British to come to 


Paris and hear our band play- 


ing,’ said Ernie. 
After five days in Paris we 
left for Switzerland. It was 


two days of solid travelling | 
before we reached our destina- | 
tion—a hostel at Gwatt; on the | 
After | 
the man-made splendours of | 
Paris we were now surrounded : 
by mountains, the unique and - 


shores of Lake Thun. 


overwhelming treasures of 
nature. The famous Eiger- 
Munch-Jungfrau range were 


only a few miles from Gwatt. . 
The scenery changed every , 


few minutes, as the mist moved 
on down the 
storm broke and the moun- 
tains disappeared The rain 
was very heavy but. when it 
stopped and the mists cleared 
the view was truly magnificent. 

Storm after storm had 
swollen Lake Thun unti] it 
lapped quietly into the grounds 
of our hostel. The lake is 
about 20 miles long, stretching 
from Thun to Interlaken and 
with mountains rising steeply 
on all sides. 

We boarded the steamer at 
Thun to make the two hour 
This was 
really a ferry service for local 
people, stopping about a dozen 
times on the journey which 
meant that we could get a good 
look at the Swiss villages. At 
the end of the day Ernie 
recorded his impressions on 
tape: “The scenery was gor- 
geous.’ 

The day before we set off 
for Paris again, we drove a 
few miles to the foot of the 
mighty Niesen mountain. 
Because of his weak chest, we 
left Joey in the minibus with 
Dr Harris. 

Tom, Michael and Ernie 
climbed into a tiny funicular 
railway carriage with David 
Jenkins and myself. There was 


lake, another | 


JOEY loved foreign travel. 


nobody else setting out for the 
summit and as we looked up 
the almost vertical track we 
understood why! For 15 
minutes we climbed until we 
reached a large, cold concrete 
shed and the carriage stopped. 
We thought we had reached 
the top—until the train driver 
opened the. door, garbled some- 
thing in German and walked 
off with Ernie in his arms. He 
placed him in another carriage 


.a few feet away and beckoned 


to us to join him. We were 
only halfway up. 

Soon after we left the moun- 
tain station all the scenery 
disappeared in the clouds, The 
Alpine flowers that had decor- 
ated the lower slopes vanished 
under a blanket of snow. We 
could just see massive steel] 
and wooden walls built into 
the hillside to foil avalanches 
—and still we climbed. Soon 
we could not even see the 
avalanche walls — everything 
outside the windows of the 
carriage was white. 


Half an hour after we left 
Joey and Dr Harris we reached 
the second station. Even here, 
7,000 feet above sea level, 
somebody had built a flight of 
steps! We carried Ernie up to 


the summit and stood with our 
feet in deep snow and our 
heads literally in the clouds. 
The holiday’s ‘do anything, go 
anywhere’ aim was suddenl 
realised. ; 

I-have nothing but admir- 
ation for Joey, Ernie, Tom and 
Michael. Joey, silenced and 
misunderstood for so many 
years, still needs constant 
physical care and his three 
friends provide it so expertly. 

I watched as Joey’s feed- 
ing time came around. Tom 
asked Joey what he fancied, 
Joey told Ernie and Ernie told 
Tom. Tom got out the tins 
and Michael gave him the cana 
opener, They heated up the 
dinners, tipped them out and 
then put the plate on the 
windowsill to cool. Then 
Ernie arranged a pillow behind 
Joey’s head, Michael put a nap- 
kin under Joey’s chin and Tom 
carefully spooned the food in. 
That is teamwork, 

Now the team is back in 
Caterham, starting on another 
book: ‘The day we left the 
hospital and went on a boat 
for the first time. This has 
only been an interim report! 


Chris Bale | 


Greetings to all 


WHO HELP WHEN AND WHERE HELP 
IS NEEDED 


with compliments 


NORTHWICK NURSING HOME 


WORCESTER 


FRED ALDOUS LTD 


DEPT SN, 37 LEVER STREET, MANCHESTER 
M60 1UX 


Send for catalogue of all your Handicraft Materials 


including: Basketry, 


Stool 
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Seating, Lampshade 


Making, Marquetry, Modelling Pewter and Copper, 

Copper Enamelling, Leatherwork, Soft Toy Making, 

Jewellery, Flower Making, Handbag Making, Plasti- 
craft, Enamelcraft, Raffia Work, Tapestry. 
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Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replacement W 


WINDOWS 


in so many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from Satin finish ano- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 
lifetime of trouble-free service, : 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH. Tel: 29337, 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages. 


SS 


Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 
light. 

Out with those old rust- 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows, Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 
of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units, 
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is campaign 
to end jobs 
iscrimination 


ARTHUR CARR, who runs Carr’s Rehabilitation and 
Employment Advisory Service in London, is planning a 
campaign to get mext year known as ‘The Year for the 


- Disabled.’ 


This way he hopes to stop discrimination against 
the mentally and physically handicapped which he feels 
could otherwise require legislation similar to the Race 


Relations Act, to end it. 


Mr Carr, whe along with 
Brook Street Bureau’s 
special desk run by Marion 
Voakes, has the only 
privately rum organisation 
specifically catering for 
jobs for the disabled. 

His researches show that 
for the 60,000 who volun- 
tarily register as disabled, 
there are at least 60,000 
who do not. 

He said: ‘I am not cap- 
able of sustaining a cam- 
paign alone, and mine is 
not the best yoice, but ’'m 
better than none at all, 
when he held a conference 
fo present his Service’s 
annual report. 


The campaign, said Mr Carr, to appoint a member specifi- | 77 was a bit of a drag in | than £3,800 had been donated further £500 towards the run- BRIVIS Ga a i? 
r > 9 > 7. e : 2 ‘ Db » as « u : 

would be against the system cally to be responsible for the Halifax, Yorkshire, when | by the Regions and local ning costs of the Social. Work t det 
rather than Government, handicapped in branch areas. : : > tle Seep ee | a new scheme to provide free 

2 ; = five male members of the | groups to the Society’s Family and Employment Department. gas checks for handicapped 
private industry or any other Mr. Carr. called for a ar 
single body. He criticised national petition to be con- | Calderdale Spastics Society Services and Assessment Centre Northampton and County | people bye in = part id the 
large employers such as the qd en eS Be. Si) Sees in Fitzroy Square, London. Spastics Society gave £500, country. oO charge wit be 

2 ploy ucted throughout 1976 call dressed up as the girls of made for adjustments to 


Civil Service for their reluc- 


and the Home Office had all 
given grants to the Advisory 
Cenire to help keep ii going. 
Mr Carr raised a number of 
points in what he called his 
Charter for the Disabled, and 
these included the setting up 
of a new department to meet 
the disableds’ requirements. 
Members of Parliament and 
Churches should concentrate 
on the handicapped — within 
their provinces and since there 
was no trade union in exist- 
ence to give the disabled a 
voice, trade unions and student 
unions should give active sup- 
port. In an approach to the 
trade unions, Mr Carr said, 
he had not received a single 
reply. He wanted every union 


ing for a rehabilitation. and 


The ks of 


St Trinian’s 


St Trinian’s to take part 


Groups aid London centre 


BY August 1 a toial of more Fund, which also dennted > a 


This: was in response ito the Folkestone and District £250, 


ran 


They adopt 


a ship and 
go to sea 


WHEN the ‘British Hinlly’ 
steams over the horizon for 
the harbour at Barry it means 
a treat in store for the child- 


ren of the Society's Craig-y- 


Pare school. 
For they are linked to the 


vessel ‘by the Ship Adoption 


Society which provides inter- 
ested schools with a ship. For 
the sast 10 years Craig-y-Pare 
has been a member and the 
‘British Holly’ is the second 
vesse]) they have heen com- 
nected with. 

The Commander; 
Hywel Phillips, invited tine 
children aboard and showed | 


them his personal cabin. Now _ 


the children are busy making 
him tapes to listen to om hi 
next voyage. 


Said Headmistress Mrs C. 


Kearslake: ‘It is an excelhems 
scheme because it means thet 
children who are otherwise 
stalemated get an opportunity 
to ‘go to sea’ as if were amd 
the Captain always brings us 
items of interest whenever he 
is im Our area.’ 


Free gas checks 


appliances and the supply of 


meeces itor empley pre who — employment scheme to be -pre- in a_ fund-raising pub annual appeal letter sent out in and Wolverhampton and Djs- F rt t t of £1 

had suffered a mental illness, sented to Parliament at. the rawl : the middie-of J Re erp trict £200 BOE PE UP Caer =i 

and private industry for evad- end of the year’s campaign. Gass RS gg ee eee Joe : However, applications for this 

ing the quota system of Last year as ‘bunny | support in meeting the centre’s A further 11 groups have | S¢fvice must be made through 

employing the disabled. ee <= girls they brought in over | yearly deficit. contributed £100 “each cand ‘tae ee social — 
He cited the = French Bu now-Da later £630 for group funds and The contributions included nearly 30 smaller amounts erennicnthine Hore 

nationalised ' car company, y pay since the whole draggy | ¢; 000 from the East Resional have been received ‘ ae ae g 

Renault, as an example of | A MINI-BUS has been pre- | idea was launched 10 ; a eee ie A agit Si alr randicapped. 

what could be achieved, | sented to Coalville and District | years ago they have collec- ee rry & 

‘There,’ -he said, of °70,000 | Spastics Society by the local | ted more than £6,000 from 


employees, 11,000 of the labour 
force is disabled, eight per cent 
to a serious extent.’ 


Ideal chance 


Mr Carr said that with the 
possible spread of nationalisa- 
tion in this couniry under the 
present Government, there 
would be an ideal chance for 
greater employment prospects 
for the disabled. 

He stressed that many of 
Britain’s biggest private com- 
panies were already going out 
of their way to help the handi- 
capped, and cited ICI who 
arrange for one of the com- 
pany lawyers to be chauffered 
to and from his home, fed at 
lunchtime, and his papers and 


Rotary Club. Although only 
part of the total cost bas so 
far been raised, club members 
decided to purchase the vehicle 
in advance to offset the effects 


of inflation. 


pub customers. The moral 
seems to be ‘Raise a laugh 
and raise more cash.’ 
Picture by courtesy of 
Halifax Evening Courier. 


Her orange idea has 
lots of appeal.. 


WITH the help of Outspan 
Oranges, Oriska Cameron, 
Local Appeals Officer of the 
Society's South East Region, 
has devised a movel fumd-rais- 


succulent oranges and Oriska, 
looking for new ideas for the 
stall she was running at South- 
sea Show in WHanopshire, 
decided to use the fruit as the 


books handled for him | ing idea. hasis for an unusual compe- 
because he is a spastic. ICI The Spastics Society had tition. 
along with Fords, Formica | been given three crates of She invited passing visitors 


Best 
wishes 
from 


Kodak 


at the show to take part im the 
contest, and about 78 per cemd 
accepted. A further 12 per 
cent gave a donation but would 
not compete. For 10p, each 
competitor received am orange 
and, using a special plastic 
tool supplied. by Outspan, took 
part in a race to see who could 
finish peeling the frwit first. 
Contestants could them eat 
their oranges which meant that 
at least all received something 
for their money, unlike raffles 
or tombolas. 

At first, Oriska awarded two 
more oranges to prizewinmers. 
Later, when she found the 
contest going so well, she gave 
prizes from among the gifts 
which had heen donated to the 
Spastics’ stall. 

The competition raised 
£19.05 in a very short time, 
and Oriska said she could have 
made much more money iif the 
supply of oranges had mot rum 
out. 


Building and Civil 


confidence for over 
30 years. 


ele 


— 


Building the world a better place to live in 


Engineering with success and 


S, fa 
Wore LLL 
mas et |/ 


| pee 


The success of this pilot 
scheme has encouraged the 
Society's fumd-raisers to x \ 
Belitee, fake rA-Peek for SRT, FED Building and Chui Enginearing Contractors 
spastics’ rinnington Road, Brinnington, Stockport, Cheshire, SK5 BEE Tel: 061-430 3244/6511 


Captain 


Fund raising is such a drag : 


OPUS 97S ‘ WASTHCS MEWS 


inconti ne ent ee 


changing. in seven 
fect individual fit. 


ae and your nursing st te 


3 esterfield. 
erfeld $40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31 101. 
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Chris Letchford 


-and the day when many were called but only 10 were chosen 


THERE are a lot of things 
that you can ‘do for 
charity. There are spon- 
sored walks, fasts, knit-ins, 
silences, along with pop 
shows, pet shows, and see- 
ing how many goldfish you 
ean swallow if doughnuts 
or pork pies seem a trifle 
indigestible. 

However, on reflection 
there can be few more 
gruelling and uncomfort- 
able ways of doing one’s 


bit than to be ordered to 
take part in a charm con- 
test. 


office wags—spying an inno- 
cent. victim of the organiser’s 
ploy: ‘Fancy yourself don’t 
you?’ to the unkinder cut: 
*‘Charm—you couldn’t charm a 
smake out of the grass.’ 

I had not wanted to do it. of 
€ourse—enter that is. I was 
just quietly sitting at my office 


Carol Royle 


Oh, what a field day for the 


Jo Azzopardi 


desk pondering over prose 
destined for the front page of 
Spastics News. As mellifiuous 
phrases floated around my 
unconscious, my eye-lids 
drooped as a sign of heavy 
thought and prolonged concen- 
tration, till I rudely 
startled by a voice saying, 
“You'll do.’ It was the Lady of 
the List. 


was 


‘Good cause 


Wielding pencil and piece of 
paper, she was collecting 
names for a list of possible 
charm girls. ‘It’s not a beauty 
contest so you'll do,’ she in- 
formed me. Aghast I pro- 
tested. ‘No.’ I muttered 
weakly. ‘Yes,’ she answered, 
brooking no _ contradiction. 
‘Everybody says that and it’s 
very trying—lI’ve got the 
photographer coming tomor- 
row. It’s in a good cause—it’s 
the ieast you can do.’ 

So I did it. Allowed myself 


to be entered for Top Ten 


Chris McDonagh 


Cheri Riley 


Promotions’ Spastics Pool 


Charm Girl Contest. 

Flash Day dawned and like 
Shakespeare’s school boy, ‘all 
unwillingly’ I made my way to 
the office at Park Crescent. 
Twenty of us took it in turns 
to jostle before the mirror, 
painting here, erasing there, 
brushing, combing, patting, 
and eventually grimacing at 
our other selves. -We con- 
soled ourselves that no look- 
ing glass ever gave an accur- 
ate reflection. Like a well- 
rehearsed choir we chorused in 
unison that we were only 
agreeing to be photographed 
because it was for a ‘cause’— 
no convent could ever contain 
such a mob of modest ladies as 
the ‘Ladies’ at Society head- 
quarters. 

And so we took ourselves 
one by one to the photog- 
rapher’s studio — the small 


committee room, imitating a 
television studio with blazing 
are lights. 

It is an amazing fact that 


Barbara Moss 


HQ charmers for Spastics Pool contest 


ar ae 
Gay Wilson 


under that glare, the most 
natural and spontaneous 
arrangement of mouth muscles 
in a tender smile, jolly grin, 
happy laugh, or ecstatic ex- 
pression, looks like something 
carved out of Plaster of Paris 
before it has properly set. 

Then came the wait—which 
of us would be chosen for the 
final 10 whose pictures appear 
on the contest entry form. 

However, here we are—warts 
and all, the final 10. Beneath 
these shy and sweet smiles are 
10 tender-hearted girls reluc- 
tantly enticed from every cor- 
ner of the Society’s head- 
quarters. We come from the 
typing pool and reception desk, 
from seats of power beside 
Heads of Departments (Very 
Important People they are, 
too) to the humble stool in the 
Spastics News office. In fact 
one of us is the tea lady—act- 
ing part-time. Despite our 
differences we trust though 
that you will find us ALL 
charming. 


Mary Jurawan 


Your entry form appears 


+ around Christmas. 


GROSVENOR 
COURT HOTEL 


First Avenue, Cliftonville 
80 bedrooms, some en suite 
Heated swimming pool 
and sauna 
Thanet (0843) 22442/3 


The most welcoming 
Hotels in Thanet 


LES RANDALL 
REMOVALS. 


Full and part loads ¢ Country-wide service 
Day and night Ansafone in operation 


-Telephone 0267-6965 


10 PARADE ROAD CARMARTHEN 


PALM SPRINGS 
HOTEL 


Palm Bay, Cliftonville 
50 bedrooms. Radio/intercom 
Private Suites 
Live Entertainment 


Thanet (0843) 27022 
SNSPT5S 


SNSPT6 


Best Wishes from 


PLAN-IT 


WELDING SERVICES 


Culvert Mill, Watery Lane, Darwen 
Telephone: 0254 74557 


SNSPT7 


D. F. HOBERN LTD. 


Designers and Manufacturers of 


PRECISION MOULDS AND TOOLS 
TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY 


Injection and Compression Moulds } oz to 32 oz. 
Blow Moulding Tools @ Extrusion Dies @ Special Equipment 
FRYER WORKS, ABERCROMBY AVENUE, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. Telephone High Wycombe 26553 
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Peters — 
sporting — 
success 


| PETER RODWAY, a 
| 
| 
| 


“gi, 


pupil at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School, — 
Tonbridge, weighed only — 
24lb when he was bom — 
prematurely im Penang, 
Malaya. However, he has 
now managed to become 
the first spastic fo receive 
a National Cricket Asso- 
ciation Award for his pro- _ 
ficiency in the game. The 
award scheme was started — 
| by the Frankton Cricket _ 
| Club. 
Now the same club has 
organised a sponsored golf 
tournament at Oswestry’s 
Aston course. Through 
this tournament they raised 
£150 which was presented 
to help build the school a 
new swimming pool. 


Pat Mudge 


Top fashion — : 


aids SOS” 


THE world of haute couture 
is not known for its friendly 
nature, but- the men and 
“women who have put British — 
fashion in the most celebrated 
wardrobes in the world are 
downing scissors and joining 
forces to help the Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics. oe 

On September 8, 17 fashion 


: houses including Zandra 

ae Rhodes, Bill Gibb, Jaeger, 
Modest LIZ COOK, Thea Porter, Quorum, and 
who wrote the story, other glittering names from 


the pages of Vogue are stag- — 
ing an hour-long show at the — 
Royal Academy of Aris. * 
Said SOS Chief Executive 
Sheila Rawstorne, ‘The Royal 
Academy is a really beautiful 
setting for a show like this. 
None of the dresses and cos- 
course YOU are a member tumes cost less than £300 each. : 
of the Pool, aren’t you? it. 1s the younse: aan 
Liz is a popular Spastics fashion houses that are taking 
News reporter who will be part and nothing like it has ~ 


Pie : ever been seen.’ mR 
eaving us soon, for a very ‘A Unique show of British 
happy reason — she is 


- 3 Fashton’ is organised by ~ 
expecting her second child | impresario Leslie Grade’s _ 


daughter Anita. 


‘appears in the line-up of 
the charmers from the 
Society’s headquarters who 
appear in the Spastics 
Pool’s Charm Girl contest. 


on your Pool bulletin—of 


: Manufacturers of: 
LOOSE LEAF COVERS 
for CATALOGUES. 


® PRICE LISTS, 
INSTRUCTION 
MANUALS, etc. 


® Enquiries from all areas 


Whitecable Limited 


Whitecable - 


Wilson Rd, Huyton, 
Liverpool L36 6HQ. 
Telephone: 


051-489 4406 


(3 lines) SNSPT47 


You miss 
So much 
_ Without 

Radio Rentals. 
Colour 


Call in at your local showroom 
to find out why one out of 
every ten Colour TV families 
rent from Radio Rentals - 


‘SEPTEMBER 1975 
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£10,000 prize for widow 


who just wanted to help 


~ A GOOD deed on the 
part of an_ elderly 
London widow | has 
_ brought her a £10,000 
_ cheque. For when Mrs 
Dorothy Fuller, now 
aged 71, joined the 
_ Spastics Pool 15 years 
ago her main idea was 
to ‘help the spastics 
and handicapped child- 
ren.’ The many pools 
_ dividends and prizes 
were merely a secon- 
dary consideration. 

3 But last month Mrs 
_ Fuller, a _ policeman’s 
. widow who lives at Clifton 
_ Avenue, Shepherds Bush, 
hit the jackpot. She won 
the first dividend prize of 
£10,000 and attended a 


ceremony were Mr Roy Laver, 
a Directer of Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd, Mr John 
Pritchard, the firm’s market- 
ing executive, Mr Peter Jones, 
regional manager for the Pool, 
and 12-year-old Linda Young, 
a spastic child from Gamlin- 
gay, Cambs. Linda presented 
Mrs Fuller with a ‘thank you 
for helping us’ posy of flowers. 

What is Mrs Fuller going 
to do with her windfall? Well, 
apart from buying a colour 
television, she has no special 
plans at the moment. But, as 
she says: ‘It’s nice to know it’s 
_ there in the bank. I was never 
more surprised than when Mr 


Jones called on me to tell me 
about my big win. Because, 
although I’ve had various gifts 
over the years, I never thought 
I'd win thousands of pounds. 
‘*And one of the nicest things eS a ; e “ett eee, 

of all is that I've won this BIG smiles all round as Mrs Dorothy Fuller receives a ‘thank you’ posy from 12-year- 
large sum of money by help- old Linda Young, and Mr Dorrien Belson, Chairman of the Society, displays the £10,000 
ing spastics. cheque which he presented to Spastics Pool winner Mrs Fuller. 


It was just like Colditz-when our — 
Chairman dug tunnels, picked — 
locks and forged escape passes... 


SOMEBODY at a meeting at The 


DESPITE severe disable- 
ment, Mr George 
McKenzie still manages to 
do a sterling job as a Pool 
collector, with his wife’s 
help. Mrs Fuller was 
delighted to congratulate 
him on the £500 cheque 
which he earned as com- 
mission on her big win. 


dependerit than ever on the 
income that we teceive from 
the Pool. Our regular sup- 
porters are very important 
people indeed. So it’s nice to 
record that, as we see today, 
joining the Pool can be very 
advantageous for iis sup- 


there!’ That was the end of. the 27ound them, and after a short 


é : : ’ “ ; but hopeless skirmish, the 
porters. Spastics Society’s headquarters men- conversation, but Spastics News ittle party found themselves” 

Mr Belson also presented | tioned ‘the Dunkirk spirit’ (it is, wondered what had happened to looking down the wrong end 
cheques to Mr George | after all, being much invoked by our Chairman 35 years ago when he of German guns. It was May 


29th, and Dorrien Belson was 


Ac i f Finlay Street, : 
McKenzie of Finlay 23 years old. Their captors 


Fulham, the pools collector for 


and Mr 


politicians these days), was one of the ones that didn’t get 


in the historic evacuation 


WHEN Spastics Pool col- 


Mrs Fuller’s area, who is him- 
self disabled and in a wheel- 


Dorrien Belson, the Society’s Chair- 
man, said he would rather not think . 


away 


which snatched over 300,000 British 


told the Briitsh prisoners that 
they should be honoured as 
they had been captured by the 


Jector Henry Sidaway chair, and to Mrs Nellie Sida- | about Dunkirk, thank you very and French soldiers back to England cack ‘Hermann Goering” 
received a ch for £15 2%» of Naylor Road, Peck | auch. We asked why, and he re- to fight another day. Diffidently, Division 
eee. eae TOK ham, SE15. Mr Sidaway, the : e Y g » Ys ; 


_as commission on his wife’s 

winnings, he handed it 

straight back to Mr Belson 
_ as a donation to the 
_ Society. 


special celebration cere- 
mony at The _ Spastics 
Society’s Family Services 
and Assessment Centre in 
Fitzroy Square, London. 
Mrs Fuller was presented 
with her five figure cheque 
by Mr Dorrien Belson, the 
- Society’s Chairman, who 
thanked her warmly for 
her generous support of the 
Pools over many years. 
And he said: ‘In these times 
of inflation the Society is more 


collector for his wife’s area, 
also received a cheque for £15 
which he promptly passed back 
to Mr Belson as a donation to 
the Society. As Mr Belson 
commented: ‘A very generous 
gesture indeed.’ 

Among others present at the 


They all helped 


A DOOR knock held by the 
Lancaster, Morecambe and 
District Spastics Society has 
raised £429.41. Among those 
taking part were 16 senior 
pupils of Heysham High 
School, who collected £122.44 
and members of the Friendship 
Club (affiliated to the 62 Club 
run for spastics by spastics), 
whose efforts brought in £52.79. 


ENGINEERING LID 


Vulcan Road, Lichfield 


AUTOMATIC AND 
CAPSTAN REPETITION 
TURNED PARTS 


Telephone Lichfield 52049 


SNSPT39 


plied: “Well, | was 


On the way 
to Dunkirk 


WHEN the war broke 
out young Dorrien 
Belson was one of the 
first to be called up 
because he was a part- 
time soldier in the 
Territorial Army. As a 
second lieutenant he 


revolver, a compass 
and a pair of field 
glasses. In those con- 
fused early days of the 
war he never got them 
and was to bitterly 
regret the lack of the 


compass later. 

His regiment was part of 
the British Expeditionary 
Force sent to France and 
Belgium. and at each stag- 


left behind 


at Rouen, or Brussels, or, 
finally, when you are gomg 
up into the line. 

When the German Pan- 
zers made their classic 
breakthrough at Sedan and 
advanced at speed across 
France, Lieut Belson 
realised that he would soon 
be in the thick of the 
action. “He asked, yet 
again, if he couldn't have a 
revolver at least? ‘I'll tell 
you what, old boy,’ was the 
phlegmatic reply from his 
senior Officer, ‘take the rifle 


‘Halt advance: 


Towards the end of May 
1940, Lieut Belson and his 
men were somewhere , in 
France and told they were 
going to be evacuated back to 
England from Dunkirk. They 
were on their way there when 
the Brigadier. cheerfully told 
them that they were going to 
halt the German advance! At 
this time, as history buffs will 
recall, the famous commanders 


Dorrien Belson told us his story... . 


array. Prospects for stopping 
the advance were not very 
bright. ; . . But, 
orders, so off they went south 
of Dunkirk to do their best to 


hold the Germans while the 
evacuation went on. 


What happened next is 
graphically shown in the open- 
ing titles of the TV programme 
‘Dad’s Army.’ Remember how 
the swastika arrows showing 
the German forces sweep 
across France, and then one of 
the arrows suddenly swings 
away down and round in an 
encircling movement. Dorrien 
Belson was there when it hap- 
pened, and that unexpected 


orders are 


been killed trying to deliver 
the orders), and they decided 
to try and evade capture, and 
make their way to Dunkirk. 


Lieut Belson set off with 
about 20 men, hiding by day 
and travelling by night (and 
how he wished he had his 
compass!) in an attempt to 
sneak through the German 
lines to the coast. After three 
days and nights of this they 
were completely exhausted, 
because the adventure came 


Miserable Trek 


Later that day, while the 
evacuation still continued at 
Dunkirk because inexplicably, 
the German forces had not 
advanced on the little seaport, 
Lieut Belson began the long, 
miserable trek to his first 
prison camp in Austria. ‘We 
shuffled along for a lot of the 
way, remember we were ex- 
hausted and had been without 
food for a long time, and 
then we were herded into cattle 
trucks. After a couple of 
weeks we were brought very 
low. We were short of food 
for the first nine months in the 
prison camp, and people found 
that if they lay down they were 
dizzy and faint when they 
stood up. At the prison camp 


joined his regiment from the first dead soldier drive by the Panzers left him the daily menu was breakfast 
% . you see.’ He did so, and and his men in a pocket sur- of ersatz “coffee” made of 
and waited to be found that the bullet which rounded by the enemy. They acorns, bread (one loaf was 
issued with the stan- had killed the soldier had se no Sen ee — issued every five days to each 
. ‘ lso i the rifle S it woulc eadquarters (a ter the war Mr man), ‘and at midday we had 
. dard equipment for a a a But si eh Belson discovered that the soup—this was 99 per cent 
| Perio be oneen ae Za | * major who had been sent to water with horrible bits of 
5 aren: recall him and his party had 


unspecified “meat” floating in 
it? The evening meal was 
just acorn ‘coffee, and any of 
the bread that the hungry men 
had managed to save from 
their five-day ration. 

After about six months, the 
Red Cross got itself more 
organised to meet the needs of 
prisoners, and the first food 
parcels began to arrive. At 
first, one parcel would be 
shared by six men, but later 
supplies improved, and the 
Red Cross parcels kept them 


ms point young Lieut Guderian and Rommel and on top of days without sleep going through five unhappy 
Belson inquired about his their Panzers were forging | during the long withdrawal. years of captivity. Conditions 
revolver, his ‘compass and ahead at breathless speed, The result was inevitable. Very im the camp were dreadful, 


his field glasses. Each time 
he was told, you'll get them 


Belgium had capitulated, and 
the French Army was in dis- 


early the next morning they 
heard German voices ail 


Cont on Page 8 


8 


4 
- ‘ 3 
TT : 


SPASTICS NEWS 


It was just like Colditz... 


Cont from Page 7 


with about 100 men packed 
into each room, and the grim 
‘Life was far removed from the 
adventurous existence depicted 
in the film and TV dramas of 


_. PoW camps. 


~ 


and 
were 
trucks 


In 1941, Lieut Belson 
his fellow prisoners 
loaded on to cattle 
again and sent to Poland. After 
three days they arrived at 
Posen to be greeted by 
soldiers on horseback with 
whips. who pushed them 
through the streets to an 
underground fortress. They 
were being sent to such a 
place, the officers were told, 
as a reprisal for the alleged 
ill-treatment of German 
prisoners of war at Fort Henry 
in Canada. The Germans, it 
was claimed, were being kept 
close confined in darkened 
rooms and the same inhumane 
conditions were to apply to 
them. They were also told, 
optimistically, that extra letter 
-eacds would be issued for the 
British officers to write to their 
MP's telling them to seek 
better conditions for German 
prisoners. 


Dead rats 


Conditions: in the fortress 
Were even more appalling 
than the first camp. “When we 
went into our quarters there 
were dead rats on the floor, 
said Mr Belson, ‘Thirty of us 
were packed into each room, 
with two-tier bunks, three men 
on the top tier, and three 
below. The windows were 
boarded up and we had just 
one very dim bulb. We were 
locked in after roll call at 7 pm 
and stayed in darkness until 
mext morning. — ~ 

The officers were told tint 
they were alo to he hand- 
cuffed, again to match the 
treatment allegedly meted owt 
to German prisoners, When 
this order was given out at 
the first roH call, the British 
officers quickly realised that 
the Germans were expecting 
trouble. ‘AH the guards were 
heavily armed and = wearing 
steel helmets—always a bad 
sign in a prison camp—and we 
saw that machine guns were 
trained on us from the watch- 
towers around the compound. 

‘Our reaction was one of 
amusement, and it must have 
maddened them, They were 
expecting a riot, and here we 
were laughing, and they really 
couldn’t understand it.’ 

The officers meekly allowed 
themselyes to be handcuffed. 
Very quickly they took each 
others handcuffs off—‘we were 
all yery good at picking locks 
by that time’—and for the 
weeks while the order was in 
force they would put on their 
handeulfs only when stopped 
by a guard! 

They never really fost their 
sense of humour. One day, 
the Gestapo mounted an 
investigation at the camp, and 
coolly, one of the prisoners 
pinched the revolver out of the 
Gestapo officer’s holster. There 
was little love lost between the 


| 
| 


Dorrien Belson 


Army 


Germany and the 
Gestapo, and the Camp Kom- 
mandant, secretly rather 


amused, the British suspected, 
sent out a polite appeal for the 


Gestapo man’s gun to be 
returned. ‘The joke is now 
ended, gentlemen,’ he said. 
‘Please return the © stolen 
property. Needless to say. 
the appeal fell on deaf ears! 
Another memorable laugh 


from prison camp days came 
during the early months of Mr 
Belson’s captivity. Alsatian 
guard dogs used to prowl 
around the camp at night to 
deter possible escapers. but 
the British discovered that they 
could tame them into accept- 
ing the more objectionable 
contents of the soup. The 
result was the following camp 
order: ‘It has come to the 
notice of the Kommandant that 
British officers haye been giv- 
ing meat to German dogs. 
German dogs have now been 


given orders not to accept meat 
from British officers,’ 

During his five years as a 
prisoner, Mr Belson moved to 
many camps in Germany and 
the Occupied countries—from 
the root of one fortress he saw 
trains loaded with tanks aad 
guns on their way to the inva- 


ston of Russia. All the time, 
he and his comrades were 
obsessed with the idea of 


escape, and they were delighted 
when one camp turned out to 


be reasonably near the Swiss 
border. Because of the 
proximity to neutral Switzer- 


land, more prisoners escaped 
from the camp than anywhere 
else in his time. 

Dorrien Belson was in the 
\thick of the escape activity. He 
had already become an expert 
lockpicker, and he quickly 
became an expert forger, too. 
He carved authentic copies of 
official stamps out of india 
rubber, and was adept at forg- 
ing travel documents and work 
permits, He spent mamy 
months as a ‘mok’ digging 
tunnels, and Jonged for the day 
when his turn would come to 
escape. 

In each camp all escape 
activity was handled by com- 
mittees who had a strict sys- 
tem of priorities for people on 
the escaping list, Pilots, and 
officers from the intelligence 
service, because of their value 
to the British war effort, were 
top of the list, and next came 


fluent German _— speakers, 
because they stood a better 
chance. of evading capture. 


Impatiently, Lieut Belson 


Brownies do good deeds 


every day—here's 250! 


THIS is Brownie Jubilee 
Year and, to mark the 
| occasion, the Tunstall Dis- 
trict pack have raised £250) 
for local spastics. Picture 
shows Mrs Elsie Ashley 
(left), President of the 


North Staffordshire Spastic 
Association receives a 
cheque from Carol Glover. 
Picture by courtesy of. 
Evening Sentinel, 
Staffordshire. 


LIMITED 


MAKERS OF QUALITY 
CLOTHES 


601 LONDON ROAD, HADLEIGH, BENFLEET, ESSEX 
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| Belson was at the rear 


,moved on 


waited his turn, but at last his 
name was on the list to escape 
through a tunnel he had toiled 
for months helping to dig. 

But bad luck intervened. A 
few days before the planned 
breakout he was taken to 
hospital for an operation to 
remove his appendix — ‘the 
chaps back at the camp were 
very worried in case I said 
anything about the tunnel and 
the escape plan while I was 
under the anaesthetic. . . .” He 
was looked after extremely 
well, “The German Army sur- 
geon who took oul my appen- 
dix did such a good job that 
when { had stomach pains a 
few years ago the doctor who 
came to see me told my wife 
that it was quite clear [ would 
have to have my appendix out! 
I had to tell him he was about 
30 years too jate.” 


Secret radio 


During Mr Belson’s years 
in captivity he often knew the 
war news because the prisoners 
invariably had an illicit radio. 
‘Ti was always the most closely 


guarded secret of the camp. 
Few of us ever knew where 
the radio was hidden, and 
every night it was taken to 
pieces and each component 
hidden separately because 
there were very thorough 


searches all the time.’ 

So the prisoners knew about 
D-Day, the Allied invasion of 
France on June 6 1944, and 
they closely foliowed the pro- 
gress of the troops towards 
their camp in Germany. And 
it was towards the very end 
of the war that tragedy struck 
for Dorrien and his friends, 

The senior British officer at 
the camp decided that it was 
time to move out to meet the 
advancing Allies, and because 
they were British officers they 
would do it in style! There 
would be no slouching along, 
they would form up into a 
smart military column and 
march out proudly. It was a 
terrible mistake because at 
that time Allied planes were 
shooting up everything that 
the roads, and a 
column of marching men was 
an obvious target. As they 
marched smartly out of the 
camp, an American plane 
swooped to attack, and many 
of the young men who had 
survived so. many years as 
prisoners were killed. Lieut 
of the 
column as it left the camp, 
and by a miracle he survived 
to resume his career—he is 
now Chairman of an _inter- 
national wine company—and 
was eventually to become 
Chairman of The Spasties 
Society. 

He resolved to put 
experience of those PoW years 
behind him, but when Europe 
was returning to normal and 
people were beginning to cross 
each other’s frontiers again for 
peaceful purposes, a rather 
amusing incident happed. 
Before the war, as a young 
student of wine, he had 
attended lectures at Vintner's 
Hall in the City of London, 
and in 1939 he won an essay 
competition. The prize was a 
visit to the German  wine- 
growing region of the Mosel, 
and he was due to go in Sep- 
tember 39, the very month he 
joined his regiment. 

The organisers of the prize 
obviously had no doubt of 
final victory because they told 
him: “We'll keep your prize 
for i ; 
you can take your tour then’ 
Sure enough, the time came 
whea Dorrien Belson was 
reminded that he stitl had his 
tour of the Mosel region’ to 
come, and when would he like 
to go? 

‘Tt tokl them that I had 
already toured the Mosel by 
cattle truck as a prisoner, and 
had seen quite enough, thank 
you. So they let me go te 
FF irenmee jimestesat,’ 


the 
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MR GEORGE SAUNDERS, a supervisor, and Mr Ron t 
Bailey, the works centre manager, cut up old convelems : 


belting into manageable strips. ‘ 


‘They can't belt up 
their work probleaal 


THE Monmouthslital 
Spalted Society’s Cwm- 
bran Work Centre has 
begun a desperate search 
for old conveyor belting, — — 
so that its 32 disabled 
employees can meet orders. 
in time. 

The belting, of rubbed 
reinforced by cotton or 
nylon, is used to make up 
do-it-yourself strip mat 
kits, sold to a Nottingham 
firm. The centre also 
makes up rubber mats to_ 
order, but it looks as— 
though this profitable line — 
of trade might have to be © 
discontinued unless further 
supplies of scrap conveyor 
belting can be found. oa 

The National Coal ~ 
Board, a major user of this _ 
type of belting, is unable - 
to help. 


\ 
| 


= 


MRS KAY BEST, work 


centre supervisor, is seen 


with a completed strip mat. 


WEDDINGS AND PARTIES 
SPECIALLY CATERED FOR ~ 
RESTAURANT ® DINNER DANCES 


THE MONS HOTEL 


SOUTHPORT ROAD, BOOTLE. Telephone: 051-922 5487 
Mr and Mrs S. Andrew, MHCIMA, 


Resident Managers. a 
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OORE’S 


(WALLISDOWN) LTD 
Metal finishers to the trade 


invite enquiries for 
Paint Spraying 
Electro-Plating 
Nylon Coating 
Heat Treating — 
Non-Destructive Testing 


FULL APPROVALS 
ee BOURNEMOUTH 512405 
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THINK it is a great pity thai 
ie-bodied and handicapped 


children seldom have _ the 
~ chance to mix freely. 1 fully 
Tealise the difficulty — of » 
organising such meetings, but 


— couldn't 
ed Tanged? 
; have the chance to meet, con- 
verse and get to know each 
other? I think that it is really 
wrong to deprive us of this 
right. 

“Not. sc-.very Jong ago 
S chitdren of other races were in 
_ the same position, cut off from 
making new friends because of 
stupid prejudice. 1, personally, 
could not care a hoot if. the 


 ¥ was talking to, 


being 
friendly with, was. 


handi- 


capped, coloured or whatever, 
that simply does not matter. «: 


What does matter is for com- 


_ plete integration* of handi- 
capped children into our 
society to be effected . . . and 


very soon. The time has come 
for this to happen. First in 
_echool, I am sure there are 
lots of handicapped children 
who could atiend an ordinary 
© echool for atleast part of the 
2 time. Or social centres should 
be set up where handicapped 
and able-bodied children could 
i meet and make friends. 
It is time for all children to 


B} ask for such things to be done. 
And please, adults, if you don’t 
_ do this soon it will be too late, 
and yet another generation will 


have lost the chance of build- 


TV set or 
dry washing 


pur story (August, Spasties 
» News) about the way in which 
. ur inflation is hitting the pockets 
of disabled couples living in 
. homes of their own was 
BP toriching. One husband said 
| his wife should be provided 
)- with a spin dryer because she 
) came in ‘like a drowned rat’ 

after hanging the washing on 

‘the line. Has he thought of 

selling one of their TWO tele- 
vision sets to buy her one? 
Welfare funds are noi boliom- 
~ Tess. 


| 

7 

. 

Mr R.S. 
ia 

| 


> ree 


_ (Name and address 
supplied), 
_ Manchester. 


something be. 
__ people. 
_ Surely all children should’ 


_ person, the human being that’ 


q want to make friends 


with ALL ‘children tats 


ing relationships — ‘that — will 
achieve the full integration of 
the handicapped in the future. 

When I discussed this with 
my friends I discovered-to my 


“amazement that many of them 


were frightened of ‘disabled 
If they saw somebody 
in a wheelchair, for instance, 
they would look away or cross 
the road, because the sight 
upset them. They admitted 
that this attitude was silly, but 
said they couldn’t help it. I 
am, sure they feel this way 
because handicapped children 
are kept away from us, so we 
never have a chance to get to 
know what they are like. And 
while I’m on the subject, why 
do they call schools for handi- 
capped children _ Special 
Schools? That is really sick- 


‘making, and must make the 


children attending them feel 
‘odd’ and = ‘different.’ 

I am 13 years old and in the 
whole of my life I have never 
had the chance to make friends 
with a handicapped child. 
Surely this isn’t right? 
Christian Jenner (Miss), 
Old Newton, 

Suffolk. 


Export of 
calves 


I READ in the August issue 
of Spastics News that Thone- 
grove Agricultural Centre for 
Spastics in Dorset is exporting 
beef calves to Greece and Italy. 
I do hope that the warden has 
assured himself that these 
defenceless animals will be 
treated well on their long 
journeys. Conditions under 
which the animals travel] are 
usually barbarous, and many 
thinking people are horrified 
that the. Government has 
allowed the re-introduction of 
the export of live animals. 
Should a charity be part of this 
grisly trade? 

‘Animal lover,’ 

Kettering, Northants. 


Record result 
SWANSEA and. District 
Spastic Association, hit by 
inflation like most charities, 
received a welcome fillip to 
its finances when it held its 
annual fete at Longfields, West 
Cross 

The funds benefited by over 
£1,300, the highest figure since 
the event was inaugurated 22 
years ago. 


Plant Hire 


HAW p : : | 
Tae 


Earth Moving 


Demolition 


AVONDALE RD,CWMBRAN, MON. 


Telephone : 


UWMARAN 4941 


ae 
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Playgroup with a purpose 


Self-help 


mothers 
pool ideas 


A BIT of sunshine, a, bit 
of sand and the Hartlepool 
Opportunity Playgroup are 
im heaven—or more pre- 
cisely the Child Guidance 
Centre loaned free by the 
Cleveland social services 


department. 


Two years ago there was 
‘nothing as Wendy McLough- 
fim, whose then two-year-old 
daughter Sharon. had heen 
diagnosed spastic, knew only 
too well. “You feel so iso- 
laded with a handicapped child. 
No one seems to understand 
and until you talk to others 
you don’t even know what help 
is available and you get more 
amd more depressed,” Wendy 
recalled, 

Then she met Eunice Freer, 
who had just had a daughter, 
Rebecca, with spina bifida. 
Over coffee they talked and 
from their chat came the 
playgroup. Other Mums - 
Were roped in. “Now we can 
poo! dur problems and ideas, 
discuss facilities available for 
the handicapped and generally 
talk Over the whole thing,” 
Wendy added. 


The playgroup started off in 
a youth club, but has been so 
successful that the social ser- 
vices department stepped in 
with the offer of the centre 
with its better facilities amd 
opportunity for outdoors play. 
And the greater space means 
that no mother in the area 
with a handicapped child will 
have to wonder what she can 
do, for there are vacancies for 
children aged from hirth to 
school entry, and with the 
start of the new school year 
some of the children will be 
leaving for primary school. 


WENDY McLOUGHLIN and Fenies ree with their Kaniatibaead Sharon, ed pee 
and Rebecca, two, can look back on two busy and challenging years getting the Hartle- 
pool Opportunity Playgroup off the ground. BELOW: The sand pit is a natural focus of 
attention for the playgroup to get dug into on a sunny day. The outside facilities of the 


new centre mean that there are even greater opportunities of play for the group. 
Pictures by courtesy of the Mail, West Hartlepool. 


CLAY CROSS 


GROUP OF COMPANIES 


137 Years of Local Industrial Leadership 


© Spun Iron Pipes 
Pipe Joints and Castings 
Spun Concrete Pipes, Fluorspar 


e 
* 

® Gravel and Sand 

© And Horticultural Compost 


The Clay Cross Company Ltd 


and Associated Companies 


Clay Cross, Chesterfield, Derbyshire $45 9NG. Chesterfield 
862151 


Osmond Aerosols Ltd 


OF GRIMSBY 


have pleasure in acknowledging 
the work of the South 
Humberside Spastics Society 


As a local company with an Imtermational reputation for 
contract filling every kind of aerosol product, we believe 
im the importance of people. 


Without them we would be filling aerosols simply for fun! 


SOUTH HUMBERSIDE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GRIMSBY 0472-52421 
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(C.1.P.S.) Limited 
BADMINTON ROAD 


BS17 6LL 


Telephone 
Chipping Sodbury 312552 


a 


Jones Bros 


CHIPPING SODBURY. 


Mamba 


The Midlands’ Largest Stockist of Office 
Furniture and Equipment. 


Everything from a BALL POINT PEN | ae 


Authorised To the FURNISHED OFFICE. 


Dealers 


A detailed catalogue upon request. 


MAMBA (Midlands) LTD 


Millfields House, Lichfield Road, Tamworth, 
Staffs B79 7SR. Tel: Tamworth 60931/2/3/4 
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10 SPASTICS NEWS 


precision 


engineering 00 lid, 


Time and Precision Engineering Co Ltd was incorporated in 1963 to 
produce special purpose machines, mechanica! aids and instruments for 
production and development work, 

Jigs, Moulds, Press Tools and Gauges can be designed and manufactured 


specifications; and precision components of many kinds 

3 can be machined in a variety of materials. 

The Company: is equally interested in tendering for one component or 
several thousands, 

Now in “new premises at Daneshi!! East, the Company can offer an 

even wider service — including Jig Boring on Hauser machines, Auto 

Capstan and Copy Turning — Numerically Controlled Milling and. Plastic 
Injection Moulding. 

The Company has now acquired the sole European Agency and manu- 

facturing rights for ‘Uni-Slide’ assemblies, a system of light weight 

mechanica) slide assemblies for use in conjunction with instruments and 

machinery. 


Whitney Road, Daneshill East, Basingstoke 
Hampshire. Telephone Basingstoke 28428 
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to customers’ 


ALL SEASONS 
CONTRACTING CO. LTD. 


Civi! Engineering Contractors 


Roads and Sewers 

Hot Rolled Asphalt Surfacing 
Construction of Factories 
Demolition Work 


Woodside Works, Pedmore Road 
Dudley 
Tel: Brierley Hill 76411 
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Insurance Brokers and 
Mortgage Consultants 


G. E. Day & Co 


Telephone Reading 478522 (4 lines) 
14 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 8AU 


As Mortgage Consultants dealing with over 50 building 
societies and insurance companies, we are able to assist you 
in purchasing your new home by obtaining the BEST 
POSSIBLE MORTGAGE. Why not contact us to discuss your 


requirements — our service is absolutely free and confidential. 


All forms of Life Assurance transacted, ie Endowments, Unit 


Trust, School Fees, Estate Duty, Partnership and Family 
Protection, 
Re-mortgages and commercial loans also arranged. 
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G. MOLLOY LTD 
Civil Engineering 
Contractors 


Pink Back Lane, Longsight, Manchester 12 


Telephone 061-223 3466/224 1988 after hours 
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THE FORD 
CONTRACT HiRE 
SPECIALISTS 
ARE 


GOWRINGS 


CONTRACTS LIMITED 


160 BASINGSTOKE ROAD, READING RG2 0Hj 


Tel: READING 85333 
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Tinsley-Robor 
Group Ltd 


Fine Colour Lithographers and Carton Manufacturers 
Magazine Printers 


Churchill Industrial Estate, 
Lancing, Sussex, Tel Lancing 5381 
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~ Gliding 


in Fred's 
footsteps 


AS a boy Gerald Ellis 
could not walk a step until 
the age of eight, when he 
was flown to London to 
attend Bertha Bobath’s 
Western Cerebral Palsy 
Clinic. Now 21, he flies 
himself. 

Gerard, the only son of a 
Chapelizod, County Dublin 
architect is, like Fred Loggins 
ot Lincolnshire, whose story 
was told in Spastics News 
some time ago, an ardent 
gtider, 

In fact his only complaint 
is that he cannot do enough of 
it, but as he points. out, ‘You 
need time and money. and 
these -things don’t usually go 


together,’ 
Gerard has been studying 
for the first of his law 


examinations as a _ solicitor’s 
apprentice,, But whenever he 
can he drives his unadapted 
car out to Baldonald Airfield, 
shows lis identity card and 


Their stall 


won a cup 


SPASTIC residents of Friend- 
ship House, Poole, Dorset, 
won a cup for the best stall 
at an exhibition of work by 
the disabled: The event was 
held at Poole Hospital fete 


and among the Friendship 
House residents taking part 
were Margaret and. Brian 


Oliver, stars of the Society’s 
prize-winning film ‘Like Other 
People. 


then climbs into. one of the 


Dublin Gliding Chub’s 
machines. At the moment he 
is still flying with dual con- 
trols. . Aerobatics he rules out 
because they need quick co- 
ordination and advanced fly- 
ing. He finds flying relaxing 
and exhilarating. 

As a child, however, the 
future seemed bleak since he 
could not walk and lived in a 
remote area, Then his parents 
took him to the Bobaths’ and 
their exercises were to put 
Gerard on his feet. His father 
drove him to school since 
there were few buses—and 
fewer schook prepared to 
accept him, Eventually ‘as a 
teenager with above average 
ability, he was allowed to use 
a tape recorder to sit his 
exams, and passed with 
honours. He also passed his 
driving test. 

Once he could drive, Gerard 
looked round for a hobby and 
took to gliding—his .parents 
refused to allow him to go 
motor racing, Now Gerard 
has also had a go at powered 
flying he sees possibilities there 
—for there is greater stability 
in a plane, 

But in the meantime he is 
up, up and away in k7. 


Conference on 


DELEGATES from all over 
the world—including Japan, 
Algeria, Saudi Arabia, th 
USA, Australia, and’ through- 
out Britain—are attending a 
unique conference in Arnhem, 
Holland, from September 1-6. 
Purpose of the conference is to 
explore sporting and leisure 


County mix-up 
HUGH SLATER and Carol 


Olver marry this month at the 


Parish Church, « Ashford, 
MIDDLESEX, and not Kent 
as reported in last month’s 
Spastics News, and the publi- 
can who raised money to help 
them buy their super sized 
double bed runs the Rose and 
Crown, Old Romney, KENT, 
and not Surrey! 
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Chance to be 
chess champ 


A CHESS tournament fo: 
disabled will be held at 
Marlborough Hotel. Hast 
Sussex, for a week — 
December: 28 1975. This ¢ 
held for the first time last yg 
in conjunction with the } 
tings Chess Congress, has n 
been officially named | 
English Championship fo ‘ 
Disabled. It is hoped to hojg — 
it once again alongside 
Hastings Chess Congress. T 
Marlborough Hotel has 
adapted to offer facilities fo, 
disabled guests. o 


leisure 
activities 


possibilities for — disabi 
people, and nearly half 
delegates are handicapped. 
_. The conference is organised 
by the International Cerebraj 
Palsy Society, and isthe first ~ 
of its kind. Mr Derek Lan. 
caster-Gaye, Chairman of the 
Society’s Sports and Leisure 
Group, sati: ‘The idea is to 
provide a forum for discussion 
on leisure activities, backed yp 
by practical demonstrations, 
How to occupy leisure time 
is becoming increasingly 
important for all of us. But — 
for the disabled it is particu. — 
larly important, because s9_ 
many of them are unable to 
work, and have far more | 
| empty hours to fill’ 
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-Wesley-Barrell (Witney) | 
Furniture Co. Ltd =| 


TT 
MOULDINGS (Essex) LTD 


INJECTION MOULDERS 500z MAX-CAP 
TECHNICAL COMPONENTS SPECIALISTS 
COMPLETE DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Bruce Grove, Wickford, Essex. Tel Wickford 2148-9 
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With best wishes to the Society 


JOHNSON (TOOLS) LTD 


Precision Engineers, Designers, Toolmakers 

Manufacturers of Press Tools, Jigs, Fixtures 
_ Special Purpose Machines 

292 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey 
Telephone: 01-399 9314, 4309, 7879 
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LYON & PYE LTD 


INDUSTRIAL INCINERATOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


543 Prescot Road, St Helens, Merseyside 
Telephone: ST HELENS 20925 
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THE WILTON NURSING HOME 


Wood Road, Hindhead. Tel: 042-873 4809 


A luxurious Nursing Home set in its own grounds and fur- 
nished in the traditional style. Offering central heating and 
wash hand basins and tele-nurse communications system in all 
rooms, 
Lounge and dining room facilities, Double and single rooms 
on three floors, Connected by lift. . 


Trained Nurses on duty day and night 
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_ You can order Wesley Barre!i furniture with complete confidence, 


for value and satisfaction are guaranteed — vaiue you will see, 
since our products compare in design and finish with higher priced 
products! Why is that? Because the bulk of them come direct to 
you from our factory, which means there is no middieman to pay. 

Yet you can buy in complete confidence for since 1934 the Barrel! 

family have been making and selling Wesley Barrell products, The 
ever-increasing number of satisfied customers prove that the experience 
of our Witney craftsmen gives you unrivalled value. 


BRIDGE STREET (A40), WITNEY, OXON 
Telephone: 2133 


Also branches at: 86 Tottenham Court Rd, London W1. Te! 01-580 6979. 
59 Queens Road, Southend-on-Sea. Tel 0702 47409. 62 High Street, 
Cheltenham, Gios. Te] 0242 52087. 2 Market Street, Watford, Herts. 
Te! 0923 29825. 45 Bridge Street, Evesham. Tel 0386 41174. 21 Penn 
Street, Broadmead, Bristol. Tel 0272 293933. 6 Corporation Square, 
Birmingham 4. Tel 021-236 5293, 5 Butchers Row, Banbury. Te! 
0295 51971. 34 Bond St, Brighton. Te! 0273 29547. 20 The Shambles, 
Worcester. Tel 0905 20312. 
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W.HINDLE | 


AND CO LTD 


SHEET METAL WORKERS — 
ant RADIATOR SPECIALISTS 


; MOORLAND WAY, LINCOLN 63000 
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WITH COMPLIMENTS 


LAMERTONS of EALING | 


for Finer Quality 


HOME FURNISHINGS — 
HIGH STREET, EALING W5 


567 6677 (20 lines) .SNSPT20 - 


POLYTHENE BAGS 


Made to customers’ requirements by one of the | 
leading manufacturers of small bags and narrow © 


film extrusions, also wide film pr : iL: 
covers etc. Produced, fabricated | 
{ 


, 


Contractors to HM Government - 


LIGHTING PENS (PLASTICS) LIMITED 


BROOK STREET, DERBY. Telephone 42952/31955 —- 
| SNSPTIS | 
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: News about : ‘Holidays in 


the a) 
SE Major JR 
via the 


Motor Show 


“ONCE ‘again the Motor 
Show attendance will form 
the basis of a competition 
for Spastics Pool — sup- 
porters. This year the 
prizes will be holidays at 
the Hotel Santa Lucia, 
Palma Nova, Majorca. The 
choice was easy as pre- 
vious ‘Spastics Pool compe- 
tition winners had spoken 
highly of the hotel and the 
resort. 

All supporters of the 
Pool will have. the oppor- 
tunity of entering this free 
competition which will be 
featured on the weekly 


SURPRISE, surprise! 1 


_.ean’t believe it appears to — bulletin. The competition 
he Mrs I. Poulton’s reac- — will) be simplicity itself, 
tion to the news that she and = should prove an 
has won £3,333 on the first attraction to prospective 
dividend of the Spastics = members. 
Pool. The results will be deter- 
Mrs Poulton, of Leices- mined by the _ official 
fer received her cheque attendance figures issued 


by the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 


+: —_— | 


_ from area representative 
Mr Donald Aldridge. 


MOTORISTS 


Come along — see for yourselves — we can 
supply all your requirements at discount 
prices 


For example 
Exhaust systems 30% off 
Brake shoes 50 off 


Open Sundays 10 am to 12.30 pm 


DRIVE & SAVE MOTOR | 
ACCESSORIES | 


Telephone : North Shields 78629 
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5 BEDFORD PARADE, NORTH SHIELDS | 


| offer support to my successor.’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


BRITISH SCREW 
COMPANY LTD 


Manufacturers of 
Cladding Fasteners 
and Hooks and Eyes 


153 KIRKSTALL ROAD, LEEDS LS4 2AT 


} 


Telephone (0532) 30541. Telex 55363 Britscrew, Lents 


ENGINEERS 
| LTD. 


Electrical Division : 


STAMFORD ALTERNATORS 
PO BOX 17, BARNACK ROAD 
STAMFORD PE9 2NB, LINCS 
ENGLAND 


Telephone : 0780 2552. Telex : 32268 
Cables: LEOPOWER STAMFORD 


A Charterhouse Industries Company 
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AT the Aldington home of supervisor KE74 Derek Cowell, three recent winners and their 


collectors celebrated their success on the Spastics Pool. 


Mr Leonard Dorman, of 


Royds Road, South Willesborough, and Mrs Doris Sourtell, of Bridge Street, Wye, each 
won a Vauxhall Chevette, and our picture shows Mrs Thurling, from Sellindge, receiv- 


ing a cheque for £600 from her collector, Mr Hopkins. 


Ltd, the organisers: of the 
Motor Show.. 

The 1975 Show will -be 
held at. Earls Court from 
October 15 to 25. 

The message to. mem- 
bers should be ‘win your 
next year’s holiday this 
autumn, 


Don will. 
carry on 
collecting 


AT the end of August, Don 
Vickers, from Telford, will 
visit his collectors for the last 
time as supervisor SH63. Pro- 
motion to housing superinten- 
dent for the District -of the 
Wrekin Council means that he 
will have far less’ time to 
devote to his supervision. 

He commented during a 
recent visit to Westmorland 
House, Pool headquarters at 
Bristol, ‘{ would rather resign 
than feel that I could not pro- 
vide the service to my collec- 
tors and the company. But I 
don’t intend to lose contact 
with the many friends I have 
made during my seven years 
as a-supervisor. To start 
with, my wife and [ will con- 
tinue our collection and | 
hope that I will be able to 


September 


cookery 


While runner beans are still 
plentiful, try this savoury flan 
(it is economical) which can 
be eaten hot or cold. 


RUNNER BEAN FLAN 
3hb skinless pork sausages 
2 skinned tomatoes 
Soz butter 
sib runner beans, sliced 
i pint seasoned white sauce 
i dessertspoon salad cream 
2 level dessertspoons chopped 
parsley 
I x 7in baked pastry flan case 
$oz home-produced cheese, 
grated 
Chop the sausages and toma- 
toes. Melt the butter in a pan 
and cook sausages and toma- 
toes in it for. about eight 
minutes. Cook beans in boil- 
ing, salted water, Strain. Mix 
the sauce with salad cream, 
parsley, beans, tomatoes and 
sausages. Spread mixture in 
the hot pasiry case. Sprinkle 
with cheese and flash under 
the grill until lightly coloured. 
Serve hot or cold. 


4 


MRS GEORGINA THOMSON receives the keys of her 
new Vauxhall Chevette from Mr Peter Gibbon, managing 
director of Adams & Gibbon, the Vauxhall main dealers, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Also present was Mrs Stockdale, 
NU60/225, the official collector. . eS 


SPASTICS NEWS fill 


Borstal boys 


help Scots 


to record 


RECORD fiag days have been 
held in two Scottish towns in 
aid of spastics. At Stirling, a 
party of boys from the local 
Borstal ‘helped to raise more 
than £580 for the Scottish 
Council for Spastics, making 
it the most profitable flag day 
ever for the town. 

A total of more than £500 
was also collected during a 
similar event in Ayr. Flag day 


takings here were boosted by’ 


Johnny Beattie, Vice-chairman 
of the Stars Organisation for 


* Spasties (Scotland), who made 


an appeal from the stage of 
the Gaiety Theatre where he is 
appearing in a summer show. 


A -FETE held at Westerlea 
School for Spastic Children in 
Edinburgh .has raised: more 
than £2,000. The money will 
go into a find for a new 
centre to be built by the Scoi- 
tish Council for ‘Spastics. 


(aes 
A SPONSORED walk held by 


“pupils of Hayward Grammar 


School has brought in over 
£155 for Bolton and Districi 
Spastics Society. 


NORWICH schoolgirls Valerie 
Warnes and Julie Plumstead, 
both aged 15, have raised £54 
for spastics with a jumble 
sale. This total is more than 
double the amount they 
achieved with a similar effort 
last year. 

fesse Baal 

A HOUSE-TO-HOUSE collec- 
tion and flag day held by Bath 
and District Spastics Society 
has raised £591. 


“SPRITE 


Cycle Exerciser 


Sprite Home Trainer is a robustly 
designed exerciser cycle offering 
comfort and stability. 

Load adjuster and combined 


varied and measurable 
training to be undertaken 


scullers, chest expanders, 


Speedometer enable 


by all the family. 


from 


TERRY 


We also manufacture 


wrist exercisers, 
dumb-bells, etc. 


Telephone Redditch 
64261 and ask for 
Linda Powell 


or write to: 


HERBERT 
TERRY 


& SONS LTD 


IPSLEY ST 
REDDITCH 
B98 7AH 


SNSPT2 


ey TBR 
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_ WHO will be the winner of aie oe.» hee 
pape : . : i offensive weapons, 7 
é this year’s special Achieve- PHYSICALLY handicapped people are in princes Geeks implenients, Chideep 
a ' ment Award for spastics? | being seriously discriminated against in the 1 oa y 
i ‘ wires Vagrancy Act, says the Director of The Spastics Society, ; Fectly law abidane. a 
Once again, nominations ; : ‘ Must perfectly g. D 
<5 or Be Mr James Loring. He added that a warning of possible ,,,, physically . Kandicapped ; a. 
are invited for this popular prosecution has been issued by the City of London citizens be lumped together = 
o event which not only shows | Police. Mr Loring has written to the Home Sectetary, with these?? Mr Loring asks. a Ge up Wi a ne : 
the public how handi- | Mr Roy Jenkins, to protest against what he calls ‘an out- As Spastics News went to f 
capped people can and do | rageous and anachronistic piece of legislation. Press, Mr Loring was particu- e =. 
win through if given a The part of the Act he is He told the Home Secretary Le worried seb cis he recor at inco n alte 
¢ riew ‘. 
chance, but also encourages concerned with is contained in that such legislation is ‘an un- 240" in af i i r <i oe 
other disabled people to P London flag day on Septembe 4 
realise their own potential Section Four. There it states speakable contravention of 2. At a time when inflation is THEY came by car, double- | engines took part—there wou 
“The. citation ese the | that ‘every Person wandering human rights.’ He said that the biting deeply into the Society’s | decker bus and by steam have been one or two mor 
} same—for the most outstand- | abroad and endeavouring by Aes who took part ” ue funds, _ eed f needs all get to what has ee Lia a but their farmer-owners d 
i iev tained ag day are mature adults. the vo untary help it can of the greatest events in ded’ (6 take advanee ra ae 
cer in ect et | Deoiaroghaimargner {lh Go mang ep maven hunny ot ma” | Pn ie wy So 8 le ttre oe 
P circumstances. by a spastic | Alms. . . shall be deemed a ‘eit own minds. They should \ ’ Lincolnshire Steam Spectacular concentrate on harvesting, The _ 
$ man, woman or youngster over | Rogue and Vagabond, within ra be BS ae pou ce Beggar 5 satay by Oe ae ee steam engines were soon get: s 
l the age of 12. Someone who | the true Intent and Meaning PArt 10 eee skomed District Spastics y ting up enough puff to p, 
“ fights a tremendous personal | of thi Aeas able activity just because they The Director told the Home committee. throdieh their patty mia 
e battle. over PRL hl SSE ee happen to be handicapped. It Secretary that a successful For. the first time it was 3 tea cide sae aia +a 
; with a seemingly un hese p li = Was not as:if they were collect- prosecution would, in his staged at the county show-, ™UuS! oC 90! Bele 
route ay a as nach o1ce warning ing money specifically for their view, be unlikely because it faces: 


chance as an individual who 

has scored top honours in 
. some field with perhaps less 
_ personal effort and more 

fayourable circumstances. 


Mr Loring pointed out that 
following The Spastics 
Society's City of London flag 
day last year, a warning had 
been received from the Police 


own benefit. 


The insult, he said, is com- 
pounded by the fact that the 
Vagrancy Act is headed: ‘An 
Act for the Punishment of idle 


would not be within the spirit 
of the Act which was drawn 
up to deal with the large num- 
ber of fortune tellers, beggars, 
petty thieves and so on which 


ground, north of Lincoln and 
south of Caenby Corner, 
where its fame was such that 
it had outgrown the facilities. 
And the show committee’s 
gamble paid off. Explained 


£6,000 aid 
Watching the fun was 


a 
coach party from the Seq 


that by allowing people who and disorderly Persons and abounded asa result of the | show organiser Peter Brown: thorpe Work Centre, whi ‘ie 
fi £250 h were obviously spastics to col. Rogues and Vagabonds.’ And Napoleonic war. Nevertheless ‘We moved because for the has benefited to the tune of — 
cheque 


how much this year’s show. 

cheque for £250—this first | Police would be reluctant to are such people as those who 4 precedent. for 20,000 cars, double-decker has made until the end of 

prize is donated—and will | do so, they would be forced exhibit obscene pictures, And he. urged the Home | buses running from Lincoln, September, but already we ES 

A; hold the silver Award Cup for | to prosecute, should there be people who indecently expose Secretary to take steps to | and also the benefit of using planning next year’s event 
—_ one year, and there will also be any complaints. themselves, 


Va 


The winner will receive a 


prizes for the runners-up. 
Remember, spastics. cannot, 
of course, nominate themselves 
for this Award, so if you know, 
or know of, someone you think 
_ could qualify, please give them 
their chance by sending their 
name and address, approxi- 
mate age and as much back- 
ground information as pos- 
sible, to Mrs Nina Heycock, 
88/89 Queen’s. Gate, London 
SW7, who organises the event 
on behalf of The Spastics 
Society, Closing - date for 
entries is Monday December 
8 1975, and judging will take 
place early in the New Year; 
The entries will be judged 
by a panel of well-known per- 
sonalities especially chosen for 
their own experience’ in 
successfully overcoming _ per- 
sonal! difficulties. 


* Anyone can make a nomin- 


than drivers of ordinary | 
ation — members of local Peter MacBryan, Co-ordinator G d h 3 Drivers were far safer in a 
groups, teachers, social of the Disabled Drivers’ ood chance ted vehicles. a 
workers, friends, families, 


neighbours and colleagues of 
Spastics, employers, members 
of the Spastics Pool, collectors, 
62 Club. members, PHAB 
and other organisations, and 
fellow-residents at — centres, 
workshops, etc. The Award 
is open to spastics through- 
out England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 


lect, the Society was contra- 
vening this 
Vagrancy Act. 


section of the 
Although the 


that also included in section 
Four among the people to be 
deemed Rogues and Vagabonds 


those who carry 


981.2 miles to go 


TWO Harrow School boys, 
John Campbell and 
Edward Wheen had 981.2 
miles ahead of them when 
this. picture was taken at 
John O’Groats. It took 
them less than a fortnight 
to pedal down to Land’s 
End. by which time they 


were doubtless looking for- 
ward to locking away their 
bikes in the cycle sheds and 
getting down to the less 
arduous task of parsing 
their Latin grammar. They 
cycled to raise money for 
_ the London Regional Fund 
of the Society. 


it appeared that an agonising 
and costly court case would be 
necessary in order to establish 


ensure that handicapped people 
are not deprived of their 
dignity, and to avoid such a 


| 7 : 
court hearing becoming neces- 


sary. 


last two years we just filled 
car parks up. By going to the 
show ground there was space 


permanent buildings and hard 
roads. We got a recard attend- 
ance—26,000, beating the 1973 
record by 200.’ 


Twenty vintage steam 


Drivers on collision course 


AN action first suggested in 
Spastics News two months 
ago has put the government 
on the road to a collision 
course with three-wheeler 
drivers. Already one driver 
has issued a High Court 
writ against the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social 
Security claiming damages 
for negligence as a result 
of a trike accident, and 
other drivers are ready 

‘It’s a serious Situation,’ said 


Action Group which is cam- 
paigning to have the three- 
wheelers banned, and adapted 
cars introduced in their place. 

Said Mr MacBryan: ‘It will 
be highly embarrassing for the 
government if the department 
has to fight the case,’ 

At present the department is 
considering just what steps to 
take following the action by 


Big effort to boost Christmas card sales 


SPASTICS Cards Ltd is 


: Sof: , : magazine, ‘Drive.’ The rep< 

making an all-out effort to paign which has included designed for advance publicity the margin of 124 per cent for | writ would probably be reveals the results of 

boost sales to the Society’s visits to local groups to dis- 1 the ee ele its own funds, and in addition copes if the government carried out into. the rey 

local groups this Christmas, — gusg promotion ideas, the Other selling ideas are many gains useful publicity.) Many | 28t¢¢d to take the three- done on three-wheelers and 
and numerous. There are the 


and is offering not only un- 
rivalled value and quality 
in its range of goods, but 
excellent terms to aid 
group funds. 

Some local groups are fully 
aware of the benefits from 
selling Spastics Cards, and the 
difference that the 374 per cent 
grant they receive from the 
company on the full selling 
price can make to their funds. 
but it is known that others are 
buying cards from commercial 
publishers. On these deals 
they usually only receive a 25 


has planned the sales cam- 


distribution of attractive 
brochures, handbills and 
‘coasters,’ and the passing on 
of the clever ideas which for- 
ward-looking groups have 
already used to increase sales. 


Canteens 


One of the best is to. sell 
cards in factory canteens when 
all the staff is gathered to- 
gether—on a pay day! Only 
the most skinflint management 
will refuse to allow the group 
to set up a table to sell the 


‘out out? cards—have been 


stalwarts at Hemel Hempstead 
who sell in the local bingo hall 
foyer. Bingo halls usually 
open for an hour before ‘eyes 
down’ and a table in the foyer 
can do good business. 

Then there are the spastics 
at a work centre in the north 
who sold over £1,000 worth of 
merchandise last Ohristmas 
and made a big addition to 
their centre’s social and 
recreational fund. 


Schools 


group of course still receives 


voluntary organisations would 
be willing to help the local 
group in this way as long as 
their own fund raising of 25 


per cent is not affected, 


Spastics Cards’ Ltd has 
played its part by providing a 
super selection of cards and 
Christmas novelties at very low 
prices. In spite of inflation, 
prices of packets of cards have 
been kept to last-year’s level, 
and even cheaper cards have 
been introduced which work 
out at a fraction over 2p each! 
There are lots of Christmas 


per cent discount, so they are cards and other Christmas At Preston, the enterprising See OEE OO Saiice rites 
losing money as well as the items; the handbills can be group secretary circulated ¢Veryone can afford. 
opportunity of helping the used to announce the event, schools and local organisa- A colourful catalogue of 


cause of spastics. 
Mr Ron Butterfield, general 
manager of Spastics Cards Ltd, 


_ otherwise 


and the coasters—which would 
have been waste 
from one of the company’s 


tions offering them 25 per cent 
discount for their funds if they 
sold on behalf of spastics. (The 


cards, gifts, etc, is available 
from Spastics Cards Ltd, The 
Ridgeway, Iver, Bucks. 


over three-wheelers 


Nigel Gregory, aged 24, of Sit- 
tingbourne, Kent, who — was 
injured in an accident. involy- 
ing his trike. He alleges that 
his vehicle was blown over in 
high winds, throwing him 
through the roof because of 
design faults in the trike. 

Another driver is preparing 
to go ahead with a case. 


Mr MacBryan commented: 
‘We have sought counsel's 
opinion and that opinion is 
that we have a very good 
chance of success. If one case 
succeeds where a trike has 
overturned, then others will 
follow. The longer the depart- 
ment leaves it the greater the 
aumber of drivers who will 
follow suit. It’s awful that 
stage has to be reached in my 
view—far better if the trike 
was phased out as the govern- 
ment inquiry of Lady Sharp 
recommended.’ 


He said that the High Court 


wheelers off the road and 
substitute adapted Cars, 


Every. local group for spastics $2 
welcomes new volunteers. Could a 
YOU help? Your local group is: 


Printed by F. J. Parsons Td, ‘Hastin i y 
ree Eta Step ; &8, and published b: 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London WiN 48Q. 


£6,000 from the Steam { 
Spectaculars. “We won’t know — 


That will have to be a really 
spectacular spectacular as it — 
will be our tenth,’ said Peter, — 

Show picture by courtesy of 
the Lincolnshire Echo. be 
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This follows the report 
the Ombudsman, Sir 
Marre, which criticised parl 
mentary replies as being ‘le 
than frank’? about the th 
wheelers’ safety record, _ 


Accident figures ~ reve 
that trike drivers were ni 
times more likely to be 
volved in accidents and injun 


Mr MacBryan denied that 
three-wheelers were sometimes 
the only answer to a disabh 
driver’s problems. ‘That 
the department’s view. 
the Dutch firm, has produc 
an adapted car to cope with 
incredible range of handi 
—it’s just unbelievable wh 
they have achieved—and the 
cars have been driven in H 
and for the last 10 years,’ 

During the month anoth 
critical report on the trike wil 
be published, this time in # 
Automobile Associatio 


is, said Mr MacBryan, ‘quite 
grim.’ 
=e 
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